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Independent schools in the UK are leading the way in the quality of educational provision.
Many schools are exporting this excellence by franchising their school’s expertise throughout

the world. Meanwhile, growing numbers of pupils from overseas are attending British
boarding schools. In effect, independent schools are waving the flag for UK plc. 

Political whims and economic challenges are putting more pressure on independent 
schools to maintain and develop their high standards. 

The role of the independent school governor is changing too. Gone are the days when a 
governor merely had to turn up occasionally and nod through proposals made by the head
and/or bursar. They now play an increasingly important part in the running of the school.

This book is designed to help governors understand and appreciate the scope of their role.
The references to laws in this handbook mainly apply to England and Wales, but other

issues of good governance are still relevant to schools in Scotland and Northern Ireland.

Contributors include:
Sam Macdonald, a partner at Farrer & Co LLP.
Andrew Maiden, editor of Funding for Independent Schools.
Barney Northover, a partner at Veale Wasbrough Lawyers. r
David Sewell, a partner at haysmacintyre. 
Nick Sladden, a partner at Baker Tilly.
Tracey Young, a partner at haysmacintyre.

Chapters include:
• The governing body: its role, composition, induction of new governors, meetings,

sub-committees, the chair, the clerk 
• Appointing heads and teachers: strategies and good practice for appointment of a head,

relationship between the governing body and the head, resolving disputes between the
head and the governing body, other academic appointments, relationship between the
governing body and teachers 

• The bursar and finance: the bursar’s responsibilities, financial control (governors as guardians 
of the school’s assets, SORP), financial viability (mergers and closures)

• Inspections  
• Governor liabilities: legal structures of independent schools,  governors’ duties to the school,

general liabilities, personal liability, insurances, Corporate Manslaughter Act, Safeguarding
Vulnerable Groups Act

• Key legislation: the Charities Act 2006 (with a special focus on public benefit) and the 
Companies Act 2006 

• General information and guidance: (includes essays on) How to make a governing body 
effective; Reviewing the governing body’s accountability; Effective recruitment of new
governors; Good governance in finding new governors etc

• Useful contacts for more information
• Index

Order now on 01926 339661 (cheques only)
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A single copy of The Independent School Governor’s Handbook is £9.99

10 copies of The Independent School Governor’s Handbook is £75

20 copies of The Independent School Governor’s Handbook is £120

For other quantities, contact Andrew Maiden now on 01926 339661

Name

School/organisation name

Address

Email address

Tel number

I would like to buy   copies of The Independent School Governor’s Handbook

Order form

Please enclose a cheque made payable to “pentastic ltd” and send your order to:

Pentastic Ltd
PO Box 4435 
Leamington Spa 
CV32 7LE

Tel: 01926 339661
www.fismagazine.co.uk 
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Cheques should be made 
payable to “pentastic ltd” 
and sent to:

Pentastic Ltd
PO Box 4435
Cubbington
Leamington Spa
CV31 9EA

For just £95, receive a bulk delivery of 
10 copies of Funding for Independent Schools
three times a year to distribute to your
governing body. If you require more copies,
just add £7 per person.

For more information, visit www.fismagazine.co.uk

Keeping independent schools viable

FUNDING
for Independent Schools

Help your governors to provide you with 

greater financial and strategic input with:

• effective governance;
• complying with public benefit requirements;
• the vision;
• the school’s long-term financial health; and
• securing new sources of non-fee income.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
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